Planning Controls

It is the Council’s policy to prevent the loss
of traditional or original windows within
conservation areas. Modern replacement
windows or doors of inappropriate design
or materials will not be permitted on any
principal street elevations or where
windows or doors are visible from public
areas.

In all cases where buildings are listed,
consent will be required to make any
alterations, including changes to windows,
that affect the character or appearance
of the building.

Please refer to the booklet Conservation Area Guidance,
Dumfries and Galloway Council, 2002.

See also the General Policies and Proposals, (General
Policies 50 and 51, and Appendix 1 - Design Guidance),
forming part of the Area Local Plans; and Caring for the
Built Environment booklet published in 1996.

Further copies of this leaflet available from Council
Planning Offices — Produced by Planning and Environment,
Dumfries and Galloway Council

The following publications may be of interest:

Looking after your Sash and Case Windows — a short
guide for homeowners, Historic Scotland, 2002.
isbn 1 903570 65 4

Guide for Practitioners 3: Conservation of Timber Sash
and Case Windows, Historic Scotland, 2002.
isbn 1 900168 87 1

Other useful references include:

Caring for the Built Environment — Conservation Area
Guidance, Dumfries and Galloway Council, 2002.

The Repair of Historic Buildings in Scotland — Advice on
Principles and Methods, Historic Scotland, 1995.
isbn 0 9517989 2 9.

The Care and Conservation of Georgian Houses, Edinburgh
New Town Conservation Committee, Butterworth-
Architecture, 1988 isbn 0 7506 0242 2

Research Report: The Historical and Technical Development
of the Sash and Case Window in Scotland, Historic
Scotland, 2001. isbn 1 900168 86

Copies of the Historic Scotland publications can be obtained
from:

Technical Conservation and Research Group,

Heritage Policy Group, Historic Scotland,

Longmore House,Salisbury Place,

Edinburgh, EH9 1SH

Telephone 0131 668 8600
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Caring for the
Built Environment

Dumfries
& Galloway

Windows are part of our irreplaceable
architectural heritage. Original windows are
very important to the appearance and
character of our streets, villages and towns.
They are also an important part of the design
of individual houses. From cottage to castle,
windows are essential and should be
respected as part of the original fabric of
the building. Dumfries and Galloway Council
supports the retention, repair and
conservation of original sash and case
windows where possible.

Introduction

The most common type of traditional
window is the “Sash and Case”. In these
windows, developed from designs first seen
in Holland in the 17th century, two sashes
slide vertically in a timber case. The sashes
are balanced by weights which are enclosed
in the case.

Early windows had very thick astragals also
known as glazing bars. As joinery techniques
and fashions changed more elegant, finer
detailing became the norm. Some of the
finest sash and case windows date from the
middle to the end of the 18th century, with
good joinery and fine proportions.

Traditional Window Details

From the middle of the 19th century the
introduction of plate glass and changes in
building technology and architectural styles
led to a greater variety of window sizes and
shapes.

Over time many variations in the pattern of
glazing and the design of windows
developed. Yet they all follow the same basic
principles of construction.
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The Anatomy of a Sash & Case Window

The construction of traditional windows is
straightforward. They consist of two vertically
sliding sashes set into a box like case which
holds the balancing weights.

Typical Details of a Traditional
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(cut away)
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Baton rods are fixed to the inside of the
cases to hold the sashes in place. The side
baton rods can be removed to allow the
sashes to be swung into the room for
cleaning and painting. A narrow parting
bead separates the sashes from each other.

The sashes are moulded and, until the mid
19th century, usually had Astragals to support
the glass. The most common arrangement
was six panes of glass in each sash. The
profiles of the mouldings and the pattern
of glazing varied over time.

Typical mouldings found in Dumfries and
Galloway are shown here:

Two Georgian profiles based on Astragal
and Hollow style.

Typical Victorian profiles - Gothic and Lamb’s
Tongue.
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Lintels, Margins and Mullions

To ensure a good straight fit between walls
and windows the stone surrounding the
opening was carefully cut to form lintels,
margins, mullions, and sills.

Mullion

Lintel—,

Margins —,

sl
Margins are common on traditional buildings
and are usually slightly raised from the
surface of the wall and may be dressed stone
(ashlar), or rendered, around 100mm to
140mm in width and are sometimes painted
in a contrasting colour.

On larger openings vertical stone mullions
separate multiple windows.

Lintels, at the window head, are often
integrated with the side margins while sills
normally project forward to provide a
weathering to protect the wall below.

Window Reveals

Windows were traditionally set partially
behind the stone surround, thus hiding most
of the front face of the case. This emphasized
the fine and elegant proportions of the
joinery. The inner face of the opening is
known as the ingo or reveal.

The placement of the windows back into
the opening in the wall, by as much as
100mm, provides good protection from the
weather. It also results in shadowing which
gives a sense of depth to the elevation.

Modern replacement windows are
sometimes incorrectly placed within the
window opening giving a heavy frame that
looks out of place. The practice of setting
modern windows too far forward also
flattens the appearance of the elevation and
so loses this architectural interest.

Traditional Glass

Older glass and the qualities it gives to the
reflections or the subtle distortions when
looking through it are also important. This
attractive character, a feature of hand made
crown or cylinder glass found in earlier
windows, is often overlooked. In contrast
modern plate glass can leave windows
looking lifeless.
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